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This book argues that the drawbacks of wind power far outweigh the advantages. Wind turbines
cannot generate enough energy to reduce global CO2 levels to a meaningful degree; what's
more, wind power cannot generate a steady output, necessitating back-up coal and gas power
plants that significantly negate the saving of greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, there are
ecological drawbacks, including damage to habitats, wildlife and the far from insignificant
aesthetic considerations. Dr. Etherington argues that wind power is being excessively financed
at the cost of consumers who have not been informed that their bills are subsiding an industry
that cannot be cost efficient or, ultimately, favour the cause it purports to support.

Personally, I found Dr. Etherington's well-researched and clear-headed discussion of wind
energy a very welcome relief from the wind energy madness now underway in the US.' 'The
book should be required reading for every high school, college, and university student. It
explains wind energy, and its limitations and environmental insults, in easily understood terms. It
explains why wind will never provide a significant, reliable source of electricity.'Glenn Schleede -
Master Resource --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorJohn
Etherington was a Reader in Ecology at the University of Wales, Cardiff. Since his retirement
from the University in 1990, he has devoted himself to researching the implications of
intermittently available renewable electricity generation, in particular wind power. He is a
Thomas Huxley Medallist at the Royal College of Science and a former co-editor of the
International Journal of Ecology. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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Hill Country Bob, “Wonderfully informative book about wind farms. An excellent book that should
be of interest to everyone interested in alternate systems of generating electricity, in this case an
aerogenerator, or wind mill driving an electrical generator. The author does an excellent job of
demonstrating why wind farms are a scam on the citizens, rate payers and taxpayers.The folks
running an electrical utility have to live in a real world, and provide electricity to meet the
requirements of their customers. As the electricity provided on the mains must always match the
electricity required by its customers at any particular time, the electrical utility has to be able to
add or remove electrical generation capacity on demand. Dispatchable is a word used to
describe nuclear, coal or gas generator facilities which can be added or removed from the grid
as needed by the utility load manager. Utilities have a base load requirement and a variable load
which typically goes up in the morning when people gut up and go to work, and then declines
until they come home in the afternoon when it goes back until the evening when it falls.It is
possible for the utility to use the non dispatchable generation capacity to meet the load
increases, where non dispatchable could include wind, solar, tidal etc. The system must be
putting out electricity when needed by the utility. As discussed in the book, the output is really
not a sure thing. The windmill very rarely produces at the rated nameplate capacity, and in the
UK have been as low as 2% or the nameplate in winter. Windmill output can vary significantly
over a comparatively short period of time. As discussed in the book the utility using power from a
windmill farm must have another dispatchable generator such as a coal plant turning over as it
takes a period of time to get the dispatchable generators up from cold iron to putting out stable
electricity so that they can be up on line to support the grid. Gas is typically the quickest, if it is
run straight through a gas turbine, which is not the most efficient method, and may not be
available to the utility. THe stand by running generator has to be available as the wind may die,
or just reduce by 5 miles per hour or so, and significantly reduce the output of the wind farm. The
alternative to spinning back up is to have rotating blackouts when the wind dies, until another
generator can be brought up from cold iron to putting out sufficient electricity to be put on
line.The forward by Mr. Christopher Booker brings out the fact that Denmark which has extensive
wind farms has the most expensive electricity in Europe, which is not a good thing for the
citizens of Denmark.The author addresses the impact on landscape which is significant in many
otherwise pristine parts of Great Britain. The health impact from noise, shadows that are moving
due to the blades, and flicker are addressed. Not a great deal of attention has been paid to the
health issues.The windmills being installed now and for the past number of years are large
industrial machines, which are being plunked down in the countryside. There are dangers
associated with the windmills such as structural failure where the windmill falls over, or fires in
the generator hundreds of feet up, or blades flying off, or ice flying off in the winter time are all
real hazards. They are a hazard to installation and maintenance personnel who must get up to
the generator in the nacelle. Then there are the nuisance impacts from the windmill.The



windmills impact the value of the property, and make the area less attractive for tourism.ll in all, a
well researched and written book. I recommend this book to everyone who wants factual
information about windmill use for generation of electricity.”

JHG48, “The Centre of the Storim. Europe is the centre of the alternative energy storm. The
imbroglio over carbon rests upon the shoulders of European decision makers. Wood pellets are
imported from Canada and North Carolina to burn as nuclear, coal and natural gas substitutes.
Coal use has increased across the continent in an impassioned attempt to reduce such use. The
Potemkin village of England as the journeyman for the wind industry is well documented
here.The U K has been forthright in its support for wind, which only makes sense given its
abundance. Try as she might, England has failed at properly exploiting wind energy - or has
demonstrated quite clearly the impossibility of do so. Energy density is the real challenge,
despite wind's preponderance. The recent withdrawal of corporate support for the largest wind
farm in Europe - the Bristol Channel -is clear evidence of the policies of failure.Mr. Etherington
has done a masterful job of explaining the resource play and its failure. Birds, people and power
supplies have each suffered enormously at the hands of rent seeking developers drawing from
the veins of a paternalistic government.Thank you for your seminal work!”

peter h. frorer, “Informative and Sincere. The author hates wind mills and carefully and
thoroughly explains why. Will technology enable Wind energy to gain in popularity and
efficiency? This book did not convince me either way, still, it was a good read and I learned a lot
about the mess such projects create.”

Bruce Rapley, “Opening a can of worms to save the planet.. A brilliant book that provides
chapter and verse of the global scam to create more tax revenue streams by frightening people
into believing global warming is real and our best way to generate electricity is to use wind
turbines. This retired academic give a no-holds-barred and erudite rendition of the facts. Heavily
based on the UK experience, it provides much difficult to find information. A very, very important
book.”

Ron, “Devastating case exposing the myth of wind power. This was a very accessible case
against wind generation. Referenced and citing case study after research paper after real life
example it is a relentless deconstruction of every lie told by those seeking to profit from subsidy
payments levied against the bill payer.The section on the generation of electricity allowed me to
form the solid foundation to deconstruct recent Scottish Government propaganda surrounding a
proposed offshore wind farm in Aberdeen and the rest of the book has opened my eyes to just
how destructive these plants have been and will continue to be.”

shakespier, “There must be an alternative. Whilst I endorse the 'mutterings' of the Green people,
I think that they should take the time to read this book and reflect on whether our money could



be better spent elsewhere. Yes we should seriously question the alternatives to fossil fuels ... but
at what cost ? It would appear that there are a lot of 'fingers in the pie' at the moment.”

Andy, “Wind Farm Scam. A well-written and persuasive book. It explains wny the UK and
Scottish Governments' obsession with wind power is leading to precious landscapes blighted by
industrialisation and the transfer of enormous amounts of electricity consumers' money into the
hands of wealthy landowners for a very insignificant saving (if any)of carbon dioxide emissions.
The Scottish Government in particular should hang its head in shame for what it is doing to
Scotland.”

Graham Price, “Essential Reading. Essential reading for anyone fighting a planning application
for a wind turbine(s). Anyone who believes the propaganda generated by the government and
wind turbine companies should read this and they will hopefully see the truth behind all the lies.”

The book by Mary Hosmar has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 65 people have provided feedback.
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